Message from IIABC Executive Director Poshak Sachdeva
To IIABC Members in the Fraser Valley and Across British Columbia

I am writing to provide an update on the ongoing flooding impacting the Fraser Valley, particularly the City of Abbotsford and the City of Chilliwack, both of

which are valued members of the Irrigation Industry Association of British Columbia (ITABC).

Over the past 24 hours, elevated water levels have created serious challenges for communities, farms, and local operations across the region. Nearly 500
properties in Abbotsford remain under evacuation order, with an additional 1,000 properties on evacuation alert. Water levels rose rapidly overnight, reaching
barns and agricultural infrastructure in several areas. All schools in Abbotsford and Chilliwack are closed today, while Fraser Cascade schools remain open.

At this time, one flood warning remains in place for the Sumas River, and conditions continue to be closely monitored.

Many ITABC members live, work, or operate agricultural and irrigation related businesses in Abbotsford, Chilliwack, and surrounding Fraser Valley

communities, and the impacts of this flooding are being felt directly by our members, their families, and their operations.

“This situation is deeply personal for me. My own family lives on a farm that has been placed under evacuation, and I am experiencing firsthand the fear,

stress, and uncertainty that so many of our members are facing right now.”

Emergency Operations Centers in both Abbotsford and Chilliwack have been actively engaged, with emergency responders, municipal staff, and law
enforcement agencies working continuously to protect public safety, livestock, and critical infrastructure. [IIABC has received direct phone calls from
members across the Fraser Valley, and we remain in close contact to monitor conditions, share verified information and ensure member concerns are

understood and elevated appropriately.

Our immediate priority is the safety and well-being of our members. I encourage everyone to stay informed through official channels, follow evacuation
orders and alerts, and check in on one another. Many people may not yet realize the scale of what our communities are experiencing, and staying connected

truly matters.

ITABC is closely following updates from the Minister of Agriculture, Lana Popham, and the Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness,

Kelly Greene, as well as briefings from local governments and emergency services.

The importance of long-term flood mitigation and irrigation infrastructure has also been highlighted in recent discussions within the region. During the [IABC
Conference and Tradeshow last month, Abbotsford Mayor Ross Siemens spoke to the need for integrated planning, noting that long term flood mitigation
must also address irrigation, drainage capacity, and water quality across the prairie. These conversations reinforce the importance of practical, long-term

solutions that recognize the interconnected role of flood mitigation, irrigation infrastructure, and agricultural resilience across the Fraser Valley.

While this message is directed primarily to members in the Fraser Valley who are directly impacted, it is being shared with all IABC members to ensure

awareness and to encourage members across the province to support one another during this challenging time.
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ITABC Office Operations

The ITABC office remains open, and staff continue to support members during this period. However, members traveling from impacted or evacuation affected

regions are encouraged to avoid unnecessary travel to the office and to connect with us by phone or email whenever possible.

Resources Available to IIABC Members

Members impacted by flooding are encouraged to access the following trusted resources:

Emergency Management BC

https://www.emergencyinfobc.gov.bc.ca

Evacuation orders, alerts, and disaster financial assistance information

City of Abbotsford Emergency Management

https://www.abbotsford.ca/alerts/flood-update-community

City of Chilliwack Emergency Management

https://www.chilliwack.com/main/page.cfm?id=2836

AgSafeBC

https://www.agsafebc.ca

Farm safety guidance, evacuation planning, and post flood recovery

BC Agriculture and Food Climate Action Initiative

https://bcagclimateaction.ca

Resources on agricultural resilience and climate adaptation

BC 211

https://bc211.ca

Housing, financial, and community support services

BC 1 Call

https://www.bclc.ca/

Call before undertaking cleanup, repair, or recovery work following flooding or call 1-800-474-6886 for emergency locate requests

Canadian Red Cross

https://www.redcross.ca

Emergency financial assistance and recovery support for evacuees

Members are encouraged to document impacts where it is safe to do so and to notify insurance providers as early as possible. Our strength as an industry lies
in our sense of community. Please stay alert, stay informed, check in on one another, and know that IIABC stands with you.

Please stay safe, stay connected, and stay united. We are with you.

Sincerely,

Poshak Sachdeva

Executive Director

Irrigation Industry Association of British Columbia (IIABC)
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